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REPORT OF THE MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP CHAIR TO
THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 21st OCTOBER 2015

Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments on 
various matters relating to the Middleton Township.

We have held the following Township Committees, sub-committees and working 
parties in the last cycle:

1. Township Committee
Middleton Township Committee Meetings have taken place on Thursday 16th July & also 
on Thursday 17th September 2015. 

Thursday 16th July 2015

The meeting was attended by around 8 members of the public, and during the Open 
Forum the following questions were raised: 

 Committee considered a number of issues raised by residents on Mount Road 
including the parking of BT vans, a taxi for sale on the highway, the siting of a 
compound/box on the footway and blocked gulleys.

The Committee approved minutes from previous meetings of Township Committee, 
Middleton Devolved Funding & Services Sub-committee and Middleton Planning Sub-
Committee, in addition a number of reports were also submitted and included; Budget 
2016/14 to 2018/19, Key Route Network, Need for Extra Special School Places, Need for 
Extra Reception Class Places 2015-18, Townships Plan 2015-16.

Thursday 17th September 2015

The meeting was attended by around 3 members of the public, and during the Open 
Forum the following questions were raised: 

 Committee considered a number of issues raised by residents on changes to bus 
routes and representatives attending from Transport for Greater Manchester 
answered any queries.

 Committee discussed the management of houses in multiple occupancy by Serco.
 Committee discussed the maintenance of alley gate entrance area.

A short presentation was held by the Director of Finance on meeting the Budget 
Challenge.

The Committee approved minutes from previous meetings of Township Committee, 
Middleton Devolved Funding & Services Sub-committee and Middleton Planning Sub-
Committee, in addition a number of reports were also submitted and included; Savings 
Proposals 2016-2017 & 2017-2018, Middleton Town Centre Management Limited Grant, 
Spring Vale Area, Middleton – Objection to Traffic Regulation Order, Middleton 
Conservation Area Capital Works and S106 Funding, Section 106 – Langley Open Space 
Improvements, Armed Forces, Misuse of Allotment Sites.

2. Township Sub-Committees and Working Parties
The cycle of sub-committees commences this quarter, and some of the issues raised are 
detailed below:



Culture, Leisure and Tourism
The Middleton Culture, Leisure, Tourism & Community Cohesion meeting took place on 3rd 
September 2015.  The group discussed several matters including Middleton’s THI, 
organising an event planner and the unveiling of the Middleton tapestry.

Regeneration
A presentation was given on the Junction 19 Link Road with a series of designs and 
recommendations for the possible routes.  Scheme was identified as priority that delivers 
economic growth.  The Middleton Regeneration Group discussed a number of issues such 
as Warwick Mill, Middleton Shopping Centre, Stakehill, Tonge Hall and Hopwood Old Hall.

Planning
Middleton Planning Committee has taken place twice during this quarter (8th July & 2nd 
Sept) and considered a number of applications; Convenience Store on Hollin Lane and an 
outline application for Dwellings at sites off Hollin Lane and Langley Lane.
Both meetings were well attended and several questions were able to be aired and 
answered. 

Environment Forum
The Middleton Environment Forum meeting took place on the 30th September and 
following issues were discussed by residents; changes to bus route services, the 
Borough’s new recycling initiatives and litter bin allocation throughout Middleton.  
The group commended the Clean & Green Team’s hard work in the past 6 months 
of providing the service.

Devolved Funding and Services
The meeting of Middleton Devolved Funding & Services sub-committee took place on 
Tuesday 28th July 2015 and considered applications from the following; 

 Middleton Town Centre Management Company – Christmas Lights
 Sponsorship - local Duathete attending World Championships
 Sponsorship - local young golfer representing England and Lancashire
 Langley Lane - Road Marking Scheme
 Nowell Road/Court - Waiting Restrictions
 Wood Street - Pedestrian Guardrail 
 Middleton’s Grand Day Out
 Whalley Road – Tree Felling

Members approved £23,621 of funding.  Funds are subject to Terms & Conditions being 
met.  

PACT Meetings (Police and Community Together) held this quarter;

East – 30th July, 1st October 2015 (which was well attended).
South –  Will be held on 26th October 2015
West – 23rd September 2015
North – 8th October 2015
Hopwood Hall – 24th September 2015

Police and Councillor Briefing
The Middleton Police and Councillor Briefing group met on 22nd July 2015 and discussed a 
number of matters.  A ward by ward breakdown on crime statistics was presented by the 
Middleton Police Inspector.



VJ Day 2015 
Middleton raised its Union Flag on Saturday 15th August to commemorate VJ Day.  The 
Mayor and Mayoress attended as well as the Leader of the Council, the Chair of Middleton 
Township and representatives from Middleton Royal British Legion. The service was 
conducted with the help of Reverend Marcia Wall and also in attendance were Blackley 
Band who gave a fantastic performance.

Merchant Navy Day Flag Raising
Middleton raised its red ensign flag to remember the sacrifices, salute the courage and 
support the future of the often unsung personnel of our Merchant Navy.

Middleton Grand Day Out
The event on the whole was a success, despite the adverse weather conditions suffered 
on the day.   Attractions included a Free Train Ride, Face painter & Glitter Tattooist, Arts & 
Crafts, Punch & Judy and a Magic Show as well as a children’s colouring table and 
children’s games.  M24 Arts as well as a Fire Engine were also in attendance.  As the day 
went on it gathered momentum.  A great success!

Middleton Market
Trading this financial year has been steady with trader enquiries much higher.  There has 
been a number of new and casual traders try out the Market due to a special offer which 
was trialled. This incentive worked well and generated a lot of enquiries and saw an 
increase in the number of new traders.  

Middleton Tapestry
At last it arrived in Middleton Library after years in the making.  A wonderful depiction of 
Middleton’s colourful history.  All welcome to come and view.

Clean and Green Team 
Yet another good quarter with the Clean & Green Team here in Middleton – the Township 
has really benefitted from the scheme.

Middleton Holiday @ Home 2015
Middleton Township once again funded the Middleton Holiday @ Home programme, which 
is a summer programme filled with sports, arts and play activities delivered by local 
community groups and organisations. The scheme, which has been running for over 10 
years, attracts children and young people from across the Township and ensures that no 
child misses out during the summer holidays. The number of children engaged within the 
programme increases year on year and the summer of 2015 saw over 4000 attendances 
across 19 different activities. From inflatable splash sessions to circus skills, safari play 
schemes to sports camps there was something for everyone during the summer holidays.

Middfest
This year’s event proved extremely popular even with unrelenting rain, as there were 
crowds till late in the day and at its peak 1000 people attended this event. The main 
attraction this year was Big Pete’s Monster Trucks. Two stages provided the platform for 
local groups and bands; A Morris dancing competition took place which, year on year 
grows larger with more groups performing this year than ever before. The Hawk and Owls 
stand was present at the event as were the Blackpool Donkeys again. Rochdale Cycling 
club attended with their many bikes of different sizes and styles and there was a circus 
skills workshop courtesy of Circus Jim. Free stalls given to community groups and charities 
mixed with local traders. The Fair once again proved a popular attraction. Fantastic 
feedback has been received on the event.



Oktoberfest
It was a great event, with over 1,700 people in attendance.  Moving the venue from next to 
the bus station over to the heart of Middleton Gardens was a fantastic decision.  The real 
ale providers sold out and the Middleton Town Centre Management (MTCM) bar sold a 
record amount of beer.  All three bands were great a huge amount of positive feedback 
was received from the attendees. Feedback from businesses open on the day report an 
uplift on year on year trade of at least 20%.  The event is now a permanent fixture in 
MTCM's annual events calendar as it helps to improve the image of Middleton Town 
Centre in its quest to become a place that people want to work, shop, live and have fun.

Golden Cluster and Heritage Trails
September is ‘Golden Cluster’ month in Middleton with tours organised of all historical 
buildings. Visitors have been attending events designed to explore Middleton’s intriguing 
history and discover such architectural gems like Middleton Parish Church – St Leonard’s 
(Grade I Listed Building), Queen Elizabeth 1st Free Grammar School (Grade II Listed), 
Long Street Methodist Church (Grade II Listed), and Ye Olde Boar’s Head (Grade II 
Listed), to name a few. The Sam Bamford Trail offers an excellent route to discover these 
sites and many more too.

Councillor June West 
Middleton Township Chair

Thank you Mr Mayor.  I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matters relating to the Middleton Township Committee.


